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All this time the boats of Bengal, the " country craft" as
they are termed, with their striking varieties of build and
rigging, afforded frequent diversion. Some, with their *light
structure,' swelling canvas and airy movements, seemed like
birds as they flitted past us. Anon, as a flotilla of a larger
class approached, the long line of horizon would be broken
by objects which loomed as moving towers of brilliant white,
but which were the lofty sails set one above the other.
Again, the boats in a string would draw up near a village to
moor for the night, their painted hulls and red-coloured sails
being set off against the dense foliage of bamboo and plantain.
Or in some sheltered creek many hundreds of boats would
be crowded together, their bare masts standing like a leafless
thicket in mid-winter, while close by were the branchless trunks
and leafy canopies of the cocoa-nut palms. On festal occasions,
races were held at Dacca for each of the several classes of
country boats before a great concourse of Natives. The river
then was gay with all the diversified circumstance of an
Oriental regatta.

At two points on the Brahmaputra, the smaller boats, navi-
gating its upper course in Assam, tranship their cargoes into
larger boats which can bear the stormy and dangerous naviga-
tion of its lower course after the junction of its great affluent
the Megna, and so pass through the wide-spreading delta to Cal-
cutta. The principal of these two points of transhipment is called
Seraj-ganj, there the boats of all sizes in thousands are moored
and lashed together, thus constituting stages, almost roadways
along which people can move to and fro. Tens of thousands of
boatmen, workmen and traders are congregated ; this concourse
induces villagers and tradesmen to bring supplies on board the
boats; the merchants find it convenient to arrange their trans-
actions on board also. Thus a floating city is actually formed
on the river for several months in the year; on board of
this vast flotilla, markets are held, goods disposed of, even
rates of exchange settled, and transactions proceed as if on
land. But, as already explained, the river-banks and the tempo*
rary islands mid-stream change every year, therefore the floating
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